UNESCO Chair proposal template (600-900 words)
Name of the University:
[Insert University Name]
Name of the proposed chair:
UNESCO Chair in [Insert Specific Focus]

1. What is the (civilisational, systemic, academic, educational) challenge and opportunity the Chair will face/tackle // seize?
The Chair will address the systemic challenges related to [e.g., sustainability, digital transformation, inclusive education, cultural heritage preservation], particularly in the context of [mention relevant geographical or thematic focus]. The initiative seeks to bridge gaps in [mention key gaps, such as research, education policy, technological accessibility, or cultural recognition] while leveraging opportunities in [mention emerging fields or practices].

2. What is your proposed answer to this: In what way will the Chair do this – conceptually, intellectually, strategically (not yet on the level of listing concrete activities)?
The Chair will develop a multidisciplinary framework that integrates [mention key academic fields or methodologies] to foster knowledge production and policy development. Conceptually, it will [explain how it challenges existing paradigms or creates new approaches]. Intellectually, the Chair will contribute by [mention how it advances knowledge, creates synergies, or engages with specific scholarly debates]. Strategically, it will promote [mention engagement strategies, such as fostering networks, influencing policy, or capacity building].
What will this mean for:
A) [bookmark: _GoBack]Research:
Advance theoretical and applied research in [mention key research areas].
Establish interdisciplinary collaborations and innovative methodologies.
Generate new knowledge with direct societal applications.
B) Education:
Develop curricula, courses, or training programs to enhance expertise in [mention subject].
Foster capacity building for students, professionals, and policy-makers.
Encourage interdisciplinary and cross-sectoral learning.
C) Social / Community Impact:
Strengthen local and global partnerships for knowledge-sharing and community engagement.
Enhance awareness and accessibility of [mention key topic, e.g., cultural heritage, sustainable development, digital equity].
Support policy recommendations that benefit marginalized or underserved populations.
D) How will international cooperation (in particular with the Global South) support you in ALL this? Please list at least 2 Universities from the Global South with whom you will be cooperating (preferably with ones you have already been working with) 
The Chair will establish strong collaboration with institutions and experts from the Global South to ensure inclusivity and knowledge exchange. This will involve:
Joint research projects addressing [mention specific global challenges].
Knowledge transfer and reciprocal learning mechanisms.
Capacity-building initiatives to empower stakeholders in diverse socio-economic contexts.

3. Does the proposed set of activities yield a replicable model that can be used in other parts of the world? Is the model relevant only for your discipline/sector / socio-economic context? Can it be upscaled?
The proposed framework aims to create a scalable and adaptable model that can be applied in different cultural, economic, and disciplinary contexts. By leveraging best practices and flexible methodologies, the model can be transferred to other regions and inform UNESCO’s broader initiatives.

4. POSITIONING:
A) How does the proposed Chair align with UNESCO’s strategic priorities? Are there UNESCO conventions, recommendations relevant for your topic?
The Chair aligns with UNESCO’s strategic priorities, including:
[Reference specific UNESCO conventions or recommendations, such as the Recommendations on Open Science, the Recommendation on the ethics of artificial intelligence, the Recommendation on education for peace, etc., and UNESCO priorities. ]
B) Alignment with UNESCO’s Medium-Term Strategy (C/4) and Programme and Budget (C/5), particularly in areas such as [mention key UNESCO priorities relevant to the Chair]. (see call for application for references to these documents)

C) Are existing UNESCO Chairs already dealing with the same/similar issues?
The Chair builds upon the work of existing UNESCO Chairs in [mention similar fields] but introduces an innovative approach by [highlight the unique contributions, such as new methodologies, interdisciplinary integration, regional focus, or specific target groups]. It ensures complementarity rather than duplication within the UNITWIN network.
D) Societal aspect
The Chair contributes to societal development by:
Local Impact: Supporting communities through education, policy, and research.
National and Regional Impact: Strengthening institutional capacities and fostering dialogue between academia, policy, and society.
International Impact: Contributing to global discourses on [mention topic] and promoting sustainable development.
In particular, the Chair will support:
The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including [mention relevant SDGs such as Quality Education (SDG 4), Gender Equality (SDG 5), Climate Action (SDG 13), etc.]
Gender equality through inclusive participation and leadership opportunities.
Social cohesion by engaging diverse communities and fostering intercultural dialogue.
Priority Africa by supporting initiatives that enhance capacity-building and knowledge sharing.
Addressing disruptive technologies by exploring their role in education, heritage preservation, etc. and social innovation.

